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The experiment is to a large extent in accordance with Tolstoy's theories of government, and 
last spring the great novelist wrote to a friend on the subject as follows: — 
 
"What is happening in Guria is an event of immense importance. Although I am aware that 
the Gurians have not even heard of my existence, I have nevertheless a great desire to 
express to them the ideas and sentiments which they have awakened in me by their admirable 
movement. Tell them, 'There is an old man who for twenty years has been ceaselessly 
repeating that all the evils of humanity are due to the fact that men are always expecting to 
find some external aid with which to organize their lives; and when they see that the 
authorities do not aid them and do not create order, they begin to accuse them, to condemn 
them, to revolt against them.' What should be done is exactly what the Gurians are doing, 
viz., to organize life in such a manner that there should be no need for any authority. . . . 
 
"If it is possible, tell them how great was this old man's joy when he learned that what he had 
been thinking and writing for so many years, what the wise and those who think themselves 
wise did not understand and would not admit, is just what is understood, and not understood 
only but realized, by thousands of men on their own initiative, on their own reasoning, and 
according to their own consciences, and that they are carrying out this task so well and with 
such firmness that their neighbours are joining them. Tell them that not I alone, but many 
others rejoice in their work and are ready to help them if it is necessary and possible, and that 
we are all convinced that, having undertaken this great task for which they have done so much, 
they will not abandon it, but will continue in the same road giving an example to the world." 

The Gurians themselves, however, reject Tolstoy's theory of non-resistance, and declare that they 
are ready to fight for their rights if necessary, as indeed they have done recently when the 
authorities attempted to stamp out the movement by force. 


